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Welcome! 

 
Welcome to Kindergarten at Fellowship Day School! Our goal is to teach the North 
Carolina Kindergarten Standard Course of Study mandated by the state, including 
the new Common Core curriculum. We go beyond the state standards by offering 
our students the opportunity to have creative, hands-on fun with our learning. We 
do science experiments, cook, make books, form human graphs, learn poems, sing, 
and most of all, have tons of FUN! You will be amazed at all we do in our short day. 
With our low teacher to pupil ratio, varied curriculum and many resources, we offer 
your child an enriching program by meeting your child at their academic level, and 
helping them excel in their own way. 
 
This handbook has been put together to answer any questions you might have, 
cover all the details you want to know, and let you know about ways to help us in the 
classroom! Please keep this book and refer to it as necessary. Of course, you are 
always welcome to contact Miss Debbie (email, phone, note, or conference) directly.  
 

Our Teachers 

 
We have a great team of teachers for our Kindergarten class. They are well 
educated and love what they are doing. 
 
Mrs. Debbie Clark is returning for her 11th year teaching Fellowship’s 
Kindergarten. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Journalism and a Master’s degree in 
Elementary Education. She is from Greensboro and taught in Guilford County 
Schools for six years. Debbie believes children learn best when they feel safe and 
loved. In her spare time, Miss Debbie enjoys reading, walking, gardening, and 
spending time with her family. Debbie is married to Jon, and has two children, 
Maddie and Jonathan, who are Fellowship graduates! 
 
Mrs. Betsy Miles has been teaching at Fellowship for 3 years.  This will be her 
first year as a Kindergarten assistant.  She is originally from Idaho and has lived in 



Greensboro for 16 years.  Prior to Fellowship, she worked at an educational 
publishing company that publishes books and magazines for elementary school 
teachers.  Miss Betsy enjoys reading, doing triathlons, and listening to music. Betsy 
and her husband, Jared, have three children, Nathan, Rachel and Matthew, who is a 
Fellowship graduate. 
 
Mrs. Erin Votaw is our Science Lab teacher.  Erin moved to Greensboro 12 years 
ago and has been a parent and/or teacher at Fellowship since then.  She has a 
zoology/chemistry degree from Ohio Wesleyan University. Erin is married to Trent 
and has two sons, Ben and Lucas, who are Fellowship graduates. She also teaches at 
the Natural Science Center. 
 
Mrs. Zoraida Corbett is beginning her fifth year teaching Spanish at Fellowship. 
She is married to Jeffrey and has three children. She also works as an 
interpreter.  
 
Mrs. Elaine Thomas is teaching yoga again this year to our Kindergarten and PreK 
students! She previously taught in our 2’s program for 5 years. Elaine is married 
and has two sons.  

 
Our Philosophy 

 
Children learn best when they are actively involved in the learning process. We use 
independent learning centers as well as directed instruction to provide an 
environment rich in material where experiences are direct and concrete. This 
“hands on” approach to learning means that children take responsibility for their 
own learning and behavior and are immersed in developmentally appropriate high-
interest activities. This style of teaching also means that you may not see lots of 
worksheets or projects in your child’s bookbag. Please be assured your child is 
learning! 
 

Language Arts 

 
We strive to give our students a balanced literacy program! We begin our day by 
reviewing names and sounds of each letter and learning how to write both the 
upper- and lower-case form of each letter. We also combine phonics instruction 
with literature-based lessons and context-rich reading and writing experiences. 



This gives our students numerous opportunities to increase their phonemic 
awareness and phonics knowledge through repetition. These activities are multi-
leveled and build on prior experience and knowledge, 
allowing for a spiraling phonics curriculum that teaches and reviews key concepts 
on an ongoing basis, thereby meeting each student’s current level of ability and 
needs. Our phonics instruction includes: 

• Learning “onsets” (beginning letters of words) 
• Rime (the phonogram or “word family” following the onset) 
• Word chunks or word families (i.e., -at family:  rat, fat, mat, bat, etc.) 
• Recognizing and decoding chunks within larger words 

Sight words are also an important part of our language arts curriculum. Beginning 
the third week of school, we will start learning our sight words or high frequency 
words, also known as Dolch words. These words usually do not follow conventional 
phonics rules, therefore they cannot be sounded out or decoded, i.e. “they”. 
According to Guilford County Standard Course of Study, beginning readers are 
expected to memorize these words and spell them correctly. We cover three 
words a week and strongly rely on parental reinforcement and review of the sight 
words at home. Each child will receive a laminated envelope to keep at home. The 
sight words are sent home each week on small, colored paper squares. These words 
can be stored in the envelope for nightly review. A child’s early reading success is 
dependent on knowing these words.  
 
Reading and listening skills are learned and developed by the modeling our teachers 
do, as well as experiences with silent reading, group reading, chant reading and 
listening to stories on CD. When we begin the reading portion of our program, we 
will send books home once or twice weekly for your child to read with you. It’s 
important to emphasize that memorizing the story is a normal part of the reading 
process and should not be discouraged. I will send home more information about 
how you can help your child become a better reader at that time. It is 
recommended that children read 15-20 minutes per day with you.  
 
Research indicates that reading and writing are closely intertwined; therefore 
writing is also an important part of our program! Handwriting is taught daily. We 
also provide time each day for students to write and draw independently using lined 
and unlined paper, journals, and worksheets. Students dictate stories to teachers 
at the beginning of the year, and then advance to independent writing. We also 
teach writing skills including sentence structure and word spacing.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

Math 

 
Our math instruction also follows North Carolina’s Standard Course of Study. 
Initially, we use concrete materials, which can be manipulated to learn abstract 
concepts. This allows students to engage all the senses, which provides motivation 
for learning while also making math enjoyable and rewarding. 
 
We begin our introduction of each new skill with group activities, which are 
designed to surround the students with the new concept in a variety of forms. We 
then move to application and extension of the concepts. 
 
Our curriculum includes the following skills: 
  

• Patterns 
• Sorting and classifying 
• Counting 
• Comparing 
• Graphing 

 
We also spend a good portion of our time on numbers. First we introduce numbers 
at the concept level and allow students to explore each number from one to ten 
through a variety of activities by which they discover possible arrangements and 
combinations for each number. This helps foster a greater understanding of the 
quantities from one to ten. Next we move to numbers at the connecting level that 
introduces students to addition and subtraction. Finally we move to numbers at the 
symbolic level, which requires students to write a number to record a variety of 
experiences. At that point, the concept of numbers has been fully developed and 
the student is not only able to write a number but fully understands what the 
number represents. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Homework 

 
Homework plays an important part in the academic life of your child. Homework 
assignments will be sent home on Mondays and due back to school on Fridays. I will 
return corrected homework on Mondays. Please do homework on a nightly basis and 
not all in one night. Homework done nightly reinforces new and learned concepts 
without overwhelming children.  The last thing we want at this point is for 
homework to be a struggle and a battle! Also, Guilford County encourages every 
student to read (or be read to) at least 20 minutes per night. Research shows that 
children who are read to regularly become successful readers much more easily and 
willingly than children who are not read to. It would be a good idea to split up 
homework and reading because anything more than 20-30 minutes at one time will 
be too much for most kindergarteners. Nightly homework should take no more than 
15-20 minutes. If it is taking longer, please let me know and we will adjust. Also, 
unless otherwise indicated, homework should be colored. This helps to strengthen 
hand and finger muscles. Children’s fine motors skills are not completely developed 
until about age 7. I also require their best handwriting! 
 
A few weeks into school, I will start sending home books for your child to read 
with you. I will send more information to you when we begin this part of our 
program. As with Guilford County Schools, incomplete or late homework will be 
reflected on your child’s report card, so try to make it a priority! Please let me 
know if you have any difficulty—we will work together to make it a good experience 
for your child! 
 

Report Cards/Conferences 

 
Just as in public schools, report cards will be sent out quarterly. Our report cards 
at Fellowship Day School follow the same format as the public school system and 
should be treated with the same seriousness. Our records are requested from all 
schools upon transferring.  



 
I will schedule conferences with you in October at the end of the first quarter and 
again, if necessary, in March at the end of the third quarter.  The parents or 
teacher, as needed, can also arrange conferences. 
 

 
School Hours and Attendance 

 
Our school day begins promptly at 9:00 a.m. Please use our carpool line! With our 
short day, class time needs to be protected. If you need to talk to me for any 
reason, you are more than welcome before or after school.  
 
Arrival time is so important and sets the tone for the rest of the day. Therefore, 
it is important you make every effort to be on time. Children do not like entering a 
group already in progress and our day begins as soon as the classroom is in sight. 
Habitually tardy students start their day behind and have difficulty catching up. 
They get frustrated, overwhelmed, and do not get adequate free time with friends 
and teachers. 
 
We are required by state law to record attendance and these records are 
forwarded to your child’s next school. PLEASE be considerate of not only your 
child, but of the other children and the teachers. PLEASE make every effort to be 
on time. If you arrive after 9:10 a.m., your child will be considered tardy and this 
also has to be recorded on the attendance sheet. 
 
Our day ends at 1:00 p.m. The teachers will walk your child to your car in the 
carpool line. Until we become familiar with your car, please keep your carpool 
poster visible in the SIDE window when you are in the carpool line. Because of the 
glare, displaying it in the front window makes it very difficult to see from where 
the teachers stand. 

 



Kindergarten Supply List 

 
The school provides the basic materials for our art projects and the lined writing 
paper specific to kindergarten. We also have plenty of extra pencils. We ask each 
child to bring the following items: 
 

• 2 packs of 16 or 24 count crayons (we hold one box back to hand out in 
January) 

• 6-12 Elmer’s glue sticks (we really use a lot of glue sticks over the 
year and I’ll probably have to ask for more!) 

• 1 pack of multi-colored dry erase markers (Expo is best) 
• 1 pack of washable markers 
• 1 pack of Vis-à-vis wet-erase markers 
• 1 plastic pencil box (the smaller size, 5 x 8 ½)—label with their name 

please! 
• 1 pair of scissors (Fiskars are best) 
• 2 boxes of Kleenex 
• 2 boxes of Slide-Lock bags (1 gallon and 1 quart-size) and 1 box of 

ziplock sandwich bags 
• Wipes (we use these at snack and lunch time)—1 large (or 2 small) 

Clorox and 1 refill bag of baby wipes 
• 1 large bottle of hand sanitizer 
• paper towels 

We also collect over the year paper towel rolls, egg cartons, and baby food jars for 
various projects, so you can send those any time you have them. Thank you! 
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